JOHN MANNINGHAM AT THE BLACKFRIARS THEATRE
Although it covers a mere sixteen months, from January 1602 to April 1603, the Diary of John Manningham, written when he was a twenty-five year old law student at the Middle Temple, is a rich and entertaining source of information about life in Elizabethan London, especially at the Inns of Court where he resided. Along with lengthy discussions of the sermons heard each Sunday (usually one in the morning followed by another in the afternoon), we have jokes, gossip, poems, a fascinating account of Queen Elizabeth's last days, and many witticisms he heard and enjoyed, sometimes mentioning the source, but very often not doing so. Of greatest interest to students of The page goes on to say, 'Why then, sir, should you husbands crosse your wives wils thus, considering the law allowes them no wils at all at their deaths, because it intended they should have their willes while they lived?' (III.i.220-3). Manningham, being a law student, would know that the page is mostly correct: under a statute passed during the reign of Henry VIII, a married woman could not make a will without her husband's consent. Indeed, there was no real point, since she did not own any property independently. Single women and widows, however, were able to bequeath their property as they wished, and could make wills accordingly. 8 Whatever the statement's legal accuracy, it is the sort of thing Manningham delighted in, as it brought together a proverb about women with a legal quibble, two of his favorite subjects. It is similar in both length and wit to 'one fee is too good for a bad lawyer, and two fees too little for a good one', and one he heard from his cousin's wife: 'To furnishe a shippe requireth much trouble / But to furnishe a woman the charges are double'. 9 Blackfriars was a short distance from the Inns of Court- 
